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CONFIDENTIAL SOFIA 0174 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: CSCE, BU, SHUM, PFOR, CZ 
SUBJECT: COMMENT ON CHARTER '77 

REF: A. PRAGUE 0246; B. PRAGUE 0228 

1 . BULGARIAN COMMUNIST PARTY CENTRAL COMMITTEE DAILY 
RABOTNICHESKO DELO EDITORIAL SHARPLY ATTACKED CHARTER 77 
AND ITS SUPPORTERS JANUARY 25, FIRST INSTANCE OF GOB 
COMMENT EMBASSY HAS SEEN REGARDING CHARTER 77 HERE. 

SAME ISSUE ALSO CARRIED EXTENSIVE COVERAGE OF CZECH GOVERNMENT 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 SOFIA 00174 271125Z POSS DUPE 

ATTACK ON CHARTER 77 AND ITS ORGANIZERS VIA PRESS CONFERENCE 
(REF A) AND AT CZECH SOCIALIST CONFERENCE (REF B). BULGARIAN 
PRESS, NOT SURPRISINGLY, HAS CARRIED NO REPORTS OF STATEMENTS 
OF WESTERN CP LEADERS OR OTHERS IN SUPPORT OF CHARTER 77. 

2. EDITORIAL, ENTITLED "NO CHANCE," SAYS LITTLE ABOUT 

CHARTER ITSELF, OTHER THAN THAT IT MAINTAINS THAT CZECHOSLOVAKIA 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


HAS NOT FULFILLED PRINCIPLES OF HELSINKI AND THAT THERE IS 
NO FREEDOM AND DEMOCRACY THERE. PLACING IT IN THE CONTEXT 
OF A RETURN TO THE COLD WAR AND THE CAMPAIGN TO SABOTAGE 
DETENTE THROUGH REFERENCES TO "SOVIET MILITARY THREAT", TIMED 
TO COINCIDE WITH UPCOMING BELGRADE 77, EDITORIAL RIPS INTO 
CHARTER EFFORT, CALLING IT "A NEW VARIATION OF ONE OF OLDEST 
ANTI-COMMUNIST CALUMNIES OF WORLD REACTION." ORGANIZERS ARE 
"RENEGADES" OR "TURNCOATS," "PROVOCATEURS" WITH "SUBVERSIVE 
INTENTIONS," SUPPORTED BY IMPERIALIST INSTIGATORS. CZECH 
PEOPLE ARE UNITED IN THEIR SUPPORT FOR POLICIES OF CCP AND 
THE BULGARIAN PEOPLE JOIN THEM IN REJECTING THIS "IMPUDENT 
DIVERSION FROM IMPERIALIST PROPAGANDA CENTERS." PROVOCATEURS AND 
THEIR INSTIGATORS HAVE NO CHANCE OF SUCCESS. 

3. CZECH MILITARY ATTACHE, COLONEL ONDREJ NALEPKA, RAISED 
SUBJECT OF CHARTER 77 IN CONVERSATION WITH USDATT JANUARY 26 
AT SOCIAL OCCASION. HE STATED THAT CHARTER 77 SIGNERS WERE 
PEOPLE WHO HAD GONE UNDERGROUND AFTER 1968 EVENTS AND HAD 
NOW RESURFACED. HE ADDED THAT THEY WOULD NOT BE IMPRISONED. 

4. COMMENT: INTENSITY AND NATURE OF BULGARIAN PRESS FULMINATIONS 
ARE FULLY PREDICTABLE BCP REACTION TO CHARTER 77 AND EVENTS 
SURROUNDING IT. IRONY IS THAT FEW BULGARIANS WOULD KNOW WHAT 
FEROCIOUS ASSAULT WAS MOUNTED AGAINST. THEIR CURIOSITY MAY NOW BE 
FURTHER AROUSED. END COMMENT. 
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